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The EU MSP Platform is up
and running
Since the launch of the EU MSP Platform
website in September, we have worked hard to
ensure that it is the main gateway for maritime
spatial planning in Europe. Have we succeeded?
Find out by taking a look!

The practice database by now features almost
300 entries describing different experiences with
MSP and the projects database contains over 80
descriptions of European MSP initiatives. We are
looking forward to a dynamic 2017 with many
developments in European MSP and will continue
to keep you posted!

MSP in 2016

2016 has been an important year for European
MSP, as the MSP Directive was transposed into
national legislation. 

On the EU MSP Platform website you will find
Country Information Profiles for all coastal
European Member States, describing the status
and content of their national MSP, along with
specific practices and projects that they have
found relevant to their national MSP processes. 

You will also find sea basin overviewsonline with
illustrated maps of the respective planning areas.

The EU MSP Platform also always features
studies of relevance to MSP across the European
sea basins. For instance, 2016 saw the publication
of a study on 'Specific challenges for a sustainable
development of coastal and maritime tourism in
Europe', which can be downloaded here. 

Outputs from the DG MARE 'MSP Worldwide'
conference that took place in the Azores in June
2016 have been published on the EU MSP
Platform website and can be viewed here. 
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FAQs on MSP

The FAQ page provides for yet another entry point
to the rich resource of information available on the
MSP Platform. Questions are currently organized
around a set of 14 topics, such as MSP
strategies, stakeholder involvement or cross-
border cooperation. Answers link into specific
MSP practices providing samples of how Member
States and MSP projects have dealt with the
different issues coming up within an MSP process.

The FAQ section will continuously be enriched
with new questions and related answers found.
Ask a question here and get a response in 48
hours.

Data for MSP

In 2016, the EU MSP Assistance Mechanism
carried out an EU-wide study on Data for MSP. 

The study presents an overview of what data,
knowledge and tools / portals are currently
available; which of these are used by EU MS for
MSP decision making and what data / tools EU
Member States would like to have in order to
improve their MSP processes. 

The study will be published in the beginning of
2017 and the identified tools and documents will
be integrated into the EU MSP Platform website.
2017 will see a new study on a topic relevant to
MSP. 

Funding opportunities
The EU MSP Platform features numerous
opportunities for future MSP projects. Besides the
comprehensive funding programme database,
we always highlight those with upcoming
deadlines. 

The deadline for Interreg V-B North Sea Region,
for instance, is set for 1 February 2017. 

Another sample is the DG MARE call for
proposals on MSP for the Baltic, North and Black
sea basins + the outermost regions, for which the
deadline is set for 31 March 2017.

MSP in 2017
The EU MSP Platform is a continuously evolving
resource for all European MSP practitioners. In
2017 we will continue to keep you informed of all
developments. Send an email to info@mp-
platform.eu or send a tweet to
@EU_MSP_Platform to suggest a practice or
project to be included in the databases. The EU
MSP Platform can also be used to promote an
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MSP related event or news item. See you in
2017!

MSP events in 2017

BlueBridge workshop: boosting Blue Growth through e-infrastructures
11 January in Brussels, Belgium 

Searica intergroup: mapping EU's coasts
7 February in Brussels, Belgium 

EMODnet Stakeholder conference 
14 - 15 February in Brussels, Belgium 

DG MARE / UNESCO IOC Conference on international MSP 
15 - 17 March in Paris, France 

19th International Conference on Biodiversity, Ecology and Conservation of Marine Ecosystems 
14 - 15 March in London, UK 

MARSPLAN conference 
28 - 29 March in Bucharest, Romania 

International conference on MSP, EcAp and Supporting Information Systems 
24-28 March in Las Gran Canaria, Spain 

European Maritime Day  
20 May in Poole, UK 

UN Conference on SDG 14 – Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development
5 – 9 June in New York, USA 

9th MARE Conference People and the Sea: Dealing with Maritime Mobilities
5 – 7 July in Amsterdam, the Netherlands 

EC 'Our Oceans Conference'
5-6 October in Valletta, Malta 
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