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Background Information 
Basic facts on Marine Waters 

 

 
In 1975, the Osimo Agreement was concluded between Italy and Yugoslavia which determined also the 
maritime boundary between the two States. After the dissolution of the common state, the Republic of 
Slovenia succeeded to this border. 

On 29 June 2017 the Arbitral Tribunal rendered its “Final Award” in the arbitration concerning a territorial 
and maritime dispute between the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Slovenia1. According to the 
“Final Award” relevant marine waters are defined as:  

• Slovenia's internal waters: 46,3km2  

• Slovenia's territorial sea: 166,9 km2; 

• Junction area2: 100 km2 

 

                                                             
1 As reported in the Croatia country page and fiche available on the EU MSP Platform (https://www.msp-
platform.eu/countries/croatia), according to the Republic of Croatia the final delimitation of territorial sea between Croatia and 
Slovenia is still pending. 

2 According to art. 1081 of the “Final Award” The Tribunal determines that the junction between the Slovenian territorial sea and 
the “High Sea” is an area in which ships and aircraft enjoy essentially the same rights of access to and from Slovenia as they 
enjoy on the high seas. That area connects the Slovenian territorial sea with the area that is beyond the 12 NM territorial sea 
limits of Croatia and Italy. Such a connection results from the identification of an area of Croatia’s territorial sea adjacent to the 
boundary with Italy established by the Treaty of Osimo within which a special legal regime applies, as is set out below. The 
Tribunal will refer to this area as the “Junction Area.” 
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Map VII of the “Final Award” showing Slovenia maritime water, including the junction area 
Source: Arbitral tribunal, 2017. PCA Case NO. 2012-04 in the matter of an arbitration under the arbitration 
agreement between the government of the Republic of Croatia and the government of the Republic of 
Slovenia, signed on 4 November 2009 between the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Slovenia, Final 
Award, 29th June 2017 – Page 347. Available at: https://pcacases.com/web/sendAttach/2172 
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Maritime Spatial Plan (MSP) authorities and legislation 
General 

Planning on national level 

• Maritime Planning has been only practiced based on a sectoral approach by now. MSP Directive 
in Slovenia will be implemented in the framework of the Spatial Planning Act adopted in 2017 
(OG no. 61/17 – ZUreP-2): no additional legislation is needed for the implementation of the MSP 
directive. 

• Slovenia does not have a specific legislation for its coastal zone. Coastal zone is planned (on 
national and municipal level) on the basis of national (terrestrial) spatial planning legislation. The 
only relevant act in this respect is the Spatial Planning Act adopted in 2017 (OG no. 61/17 – 
ZUreP-2). 

National MSP authority 

• The Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning (Spatial Planning, Construction and 
Housing Directorate) 

Planning on regional level 

• Administrative regions have not been established in Slovenia. The 2017 Spatial Planning Act 
introduces a regional spatial plan, a strategic spatial planning document, in which the State and 
the Municipalities harmonize spatial development in the planning region and define its spatial 
development potentials. 

Regional MSP authority 

• There is no formal regional MSP authority in Slovenia.  

 

 

Details 

Slovenia does not have a special regulation on MSP. The obligations deriving from MSP Directive 
in Slovenia will be implemented in the framework of the Spatial Planning Act adopted in 2017 
(OG no. 61/17 – ZUreP-2). No additional legislation is needed for the implementation of the MSP 
directive as the existing legal framework (i.e. the Spatial Planning Act) already enables Slovenia 
to implement the MSP provisions. 

Most important task in MSP implementation will be drafting of a concrete maritime plan. It is to 
be noted that the Slovenian marine area has a limited extension, however it encompasses many 
activities (including both economic activities and natural protection). Slovenia has not started the 
official planning yet; however some preliminary (and needed) activities have been initiated. 

The first activity deals with the development of the methodological basis for MSP implementation 
in Slovenia. Results of the study “Development of the Process and Procedures for Integrated 
Maritime Spatial Planning” were presented in March 2018. Specifically, the purpose of the study 
was to contribute to the development of the process and procedures for MSP, define the 
contents and forms of MSP plans and design the monitoring scheme of MSP implementation. 
Besides defining the phases of the MSP process, the study highlighted the importance 
stakeholders’ engagement as a cross-phases activity. 

The Spatial Planning Act requires the MSP plan to be prepared in the form of the Action 
Programme for the implementation of the Slovenian Spatial Development Strategy at sea (AP 
SPRS),. This latter is a strategic document which applies to both land and sea. Currently, the 
Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning is coordinating the preparation of a new Spatial 
Development Strategy of Slovenia at 2050, which is occurring through a broad consultation 
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process, involving stakeholders from the national and local levels. In this process guidelines for 
the five thematic areas of the Spatial Development Strategy of Slovenia at 2050 have been 
formulated. The five thematic areas are: functional urban areas, spatial options for a low-carbon 
society, countryside and green infrastructure, mountain and border areas, and sea and coast. 
Designing the MSP plan in the form of an Action Programme of this strategic document, will 
enable placing it within the hierarchy of superior documents, (national, cross-border and 
transnational level ones). In such way the MSP Plan will constitute the reference for subordinate 
documents at regional and local levels. 

The AP SPRS shall be prepared and adopted according to Articles 67 and 73 of the Spatial 
Planning Act. The preparation of the AP SPRS starts after the agreement between partners 
(responsible ministries and coastal local municipalities) on the content, process and stakeholders 
participation. The Ministry decides on the implementation of SEA. 

The second study (Cartographic and Geo-information Support for Maritime Spatial Planning) 
consists of preliminary actions for the preparation of the cartographic basis for MSP. The study 
was commissioned by the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning and contracted to the 
Geodetic Institute of Slovenia. It was completed in November 2016. The main output of this 
activity is a list of layers (spatial information) considered important for the MSP process 
(cartographic basis for MSP) as well as the evaluation of related data availability and gaps. A legal 
basis for management and maintenance is provided for each data layer. Most data layers are 
defined by European directives and national laws and/or regulations. 

 

Overview of MSP-related uses and issues 
EUNETMAR (2014) identifies the following largest marine/maritime sectors for Slovenia at present, in 
order of importance: coastal tourism, fishing for human consumption, short sea shipping, deep sea 
shipping, shipbuilding and repair, cruise tourism. In addition, whereas, the following ones are reported to 
be the six most promising marine activities (EUNETMAR, 2014): 

• Blue technologies, although still at a nascent stage. 

• Short sea shipping; the sector has experienced considerable growth in the last few years and has 
performed very well despite the economic crisis. Total cargo throughput is expected to increase 
in the future. The port of Koper is among the most important ports in the Adriatic and in the 
whole Mediterranean. 

• Coastal tourism; the first largest and the sixth fastest-growing maritime activity. The sector seems 
to have suffered more than others from the economic crisis, but remains by far the most 
important maritime economic activity in the country. In Coastal Karst region there is a 
concentration of tourism and related employment opportunities and economic development in 
the narrow coastal belt and in the summer months. In the last few years, eco-tourism and cultural 
tourism have become increasingly important The new Strategy for the sustainable growth of 
Slovenian tourism for 2017-2021 continues with this orientation. 

• Deep-sea shipping; the fifth largest and the third fastest growing maritime activity in Slovenia. It 
is also believed to be the fourth activity with the most future potential. Albeit a different activity, 
its development shares many similarities with short-sea shipping, given that the port of Koper 
focuses its business on both. 

• Cruise tourism; it is believed to be a promising maritime activity for two main reasons. First of all, 
there is an increasing trend in the number of ships visiting Koper as a port of call. In addition, the 
development of the sector seems linked with the development of maritime transport in general 
and the port of Koper in particular. As this port is becoming increasingly important in terms of 
traffic of goods and passenger, and is constantly improving its facilities, it is believed that cruise 
tourism will be benefitting from this. 

• Marine aquaculture; due to limited space, marine aquaculture is not an important activity in the 
Slovenian economy at the moment, either in terms of value added or employment. However, a 
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few signals may suggest that there is some potential for marine aquaculture in Slovenia. The 
sector experienced a trend for growth (especially as regards marine finfish production) during 
2006-2010. Also the National Strategic Plan for aquaculture development in the period 2014-
2020 foresees further growth of sea fish and shellfish production. 

Protection of coastal and marine habitats and species is also highly important in Slovenia, also 
considering the ecosystem service they provide to support some of the economic activities, as 
specifically coastal tourism and fisheries. Slovenia is investing a significant effort to combine 
sustainable development with coastal and marine protection. 12 Natura 2000 marine sites (9 SCI 
and 3 SPA) are defined in Slovenia, accounting for a total of 10.74 km2 protected area at sea 
(European Environmental Agency, 2013 - Natura 2000 Barometer). 

The short area of the territorial sea and the shortness of the coast are causing competition both 
at sea and on the coast, integration of the use of the sea and the coast is therefore gaining 
importance. Due to these spatial constraints, more and more prominent competition is arising 
between the interests of nature protection and economic use (EC Maritime Affairs, 2010). 
Slovenia has a short coastline, and it is not easy to find a proper balance between competing 
uses of a very limited shared sea. This is a problem particularly when it comes to coastal tourism 
and maritime transport (both deep-sea and short-sea) which are both considered very important 
for the country (EUNETMAR; 2014). 
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Maritime Spatial Plans 
Existing Maritime Spatial Plans 

No binding maritime spatial plan has yet been officially elaborated or adopted in Slovenia. 

There is no dedicated MSP Plan, nor legally binding pilot plan. 

Although it is not a Maritime Spatial Plan (MSP) in the strict sense, the National Spatial Plan for the 
integrated spatial development of the port for international traffic at Koper has some MSP implications 
and it is therefore considered in this section. 

Pilot plans or projects 

Considering not legally binding plans the following one (developed by Regional Development Centre 
Koper within the EU funded SHAPE project, Action 4.4) can be taken into consideration: 

• SHAPE MSP Pilot project - Strunjan Landscape Parki 

Moreover, Slovenia participated in the DG Mare funded project ADRIPLAN (2013-2015); also this project 
has an informal status. The national ministry functioned as an observer for ADRIPLAN; it has formulated its 
position related to the outcomes of the project. The position has been agreed with all sectors – Ministries, 
responsible for different aspects of marine space. Finally, Slovenia also participates to the DG Mare 
funded project SUPREME (2017-2018) aiming to support MSP in Eastern Mediterranean Countries. 

 

National Spatial Plan for the integrated spatial development of the port for 
international traffic at Koper 
In the process of preparation of the National Spatial Plan for the integrated spatial development of the 
port for international traffic at Koper (hereinafter: NSP Port of Koper), the following main sectors were 
considered: 

• Shipping 

• Ports  

• Tourism (incl. recreation and sports) 

• Nature protection 

• Military 

Legal basis 

The NSP Port of Koper was adopted by the Government on the basis of Siting of Spatial Arrangement of 
National Importance Actiiin 2011. 

Legal impact 

The NSP Port of Koper is a spatial planning legally binding document. 

Area covered 

The Port of Koper is situated in the Bay of Koper, between the northern coast of the historic city centre, 
the mouth of the Rižana River and Ankaran. The area of the plan encompasses both terrestrial and marine 
parts of the port. 
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Port of Koper 
Source: National Spatial Plan for the integrated spatial development of the port for international traffic at 
Koper, Public display, Abstract for the public 

 

Historic development 

Drafting of the NSP began with the adoption of the programme of preparation in August 2006. In order 
to make the plan acceptable to the widest possible general public and to avoid the risk of a unilateral 
drawing up of the plan, the initiator, investor and the Spatial Planning, Construction and Housing 
Directorate of the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, decided jointly that the most 
appropriate spatial solution could be obtained through an open international competition. The 
competition took place between November 2006 and March 2007. 

The process of drawing up the NSP and preparation of the Environmental Report ran from June 2008 to 
July 2009. Authorised institutions constantly monitored and coordinated preparation of the Plan at 
regular meetings. In August 2009, an amended draft NSP and the Environmental Report were submitted 
to competent institutions. Within the process of Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (SEIA) these 
institutions gave their opinion on the adequacy of the Environmental Report, which was subsequently 
complemented by an attachment on transboundary impacts, suggesting that transboundary impacts are 
not expected. All competent institutions confirmed that the levels of impacts are acceptable. The 
Environmental Report was presented (public display) in Italy, too.  

A public display of the supplemented NSP and the Environmental Report took place at the end of 
September 2009. Positive opinions from a majority of institutions were obtained in June 2010. The NSP 
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Port of Koper was adopted by the Government in 2001, on the basis of Siting of Spatial Arrangements of 
National Importance Actiii. 

Objectives of the Plan  

Main objectives of the NSP Port of Koper are: 

• Integrated spatial arrangement of the port and the boundary area.  

• Determination of the maximum expansion of the port. 

• Restriction of the port area by boundary arrangements.  

• Regulation of all activities under the jurisdiction of the State (passenger port, control of maritime 
traffic, protection of the sea against pollution, nature protection, environmental protection in the 
port area/area of influence, military harbour, etc.).  

• Maximum mitigation of potential negative impacts of the port. 

• Establishment of coexistence with the local community. 

• Provision of high quality professional solutions through international public tender. 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

The Environmental Report of the plan obtained positive opinion from the competent institutions. It was 
assessed that (with the implementation of mitigation measures) all environmental impacts will meet 
requirements deriving from environmental legislation. On this basis a decision on acceptability of 
environmental impacts of the plan was issued. 

Public Participation 

In accordance with the law, a public display of the supplemented NSP Port of Koper and the 
Environmental Report was held in September 2009. The public display took place at the premises of the 
Municipality of Koper between 16 October and 15 November 2009. Documents were also published on 
the website of the Ministry for the Environment and Spatial Planning. Comments and suggestions 
provided by the public were examined and answered in the Observations on the Public Display 
Comments and Suggestions, published on the websites of the MESP and the Municipality of Koper. Many 
of the comments given within the public display were taken into account. Thus, on the basis of comments 
and suggestions from the public display, a proposal of the Ankaran sport community to locate a rowing 
course was observed. The proposal was accepted and the plan redesigned so that subsequent 
development of rowing and kayak courses would not require major construction or maritime 
rearrangements. 

The mentioned materials were displayed in Italy, too. Answers to the comments, collected from Italian 
public were prepared. 

Transboundary Consultation 

Italy and Croatia were informed about the preparation of the NSP and asked to decide whether to 
participate in the proceedings. They did not respond within the 30-day instructing period. However, 
Croatia later announced that they did not want to participate in the process, while Italy replied, on 12 
February 2010, that they wished to be involved in the SEIA procedureiv. On 4th October 2010 a 
consultation process was organised in Italy. 

Harmonisation with other plans 

The NSP Port of Koper is in line with the superordinate spatial planning documents, the Spatial 
Development Strategy of Sloveniav and the Spatial Order of Sloveniavi. NSP Port of Koper has replaced 
the Koper municipal spatial plan for the area of concern. 

Electronic resources 

Information on the NSP Port of Koper is available at the following web link: 
http://www.zivetispristaniscem.si/index.php?page=static&item=17 
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SHAPE MSP Pilot project - Strunjan Landscape Park 
The SHAPE project developed a pilot plan for the Strunjan Landscape Park. The following main sectors 
were considered. 

• Shipping 
• Ports  
• Fishing 
• Aquaculture 
• Tourism (incl. recreation and sports) 
• Nature protection 

Legal basis 

Pilot plan; not legally binding 

Area covered 

The Strunjan Landscape Park, situated on the Slovenian coast in the Piran and Izola municipalities, is a 
protected area, covering land and marine surfaces. The area is one of the most developed tourist areas in 
Slovenia, characterised by exceptional landscape and nature assets. The area faces pressures, such as 
tourism, high number of visitors in summer and the related traffic, recreational vessels, fishery, 
mariculture, etc. There are conflicts in sea uses, such as in the case of fishing reserve, mariculture and 
marine transport. The conflicts are present also in relation to marine-land uses. 

 

 

Pilot plan area 

Source: RRC Koper, 2015. Shape report “Technical basis for municipal spatial structure plan Strunjan. 
Action 4.4 MSP Pilot project – Regional Development Centre Koper Final Report”; originally taken from: 
http://www.argos.si/index.php?id=12 

 

Historic development 

The Pilot Plan has been developed in the framework of SHAPE project (Adriatic IPA). SHAPE aimed at the 
development of a multilevel and cross-sector governance system, based on a holistic approach and on an 
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integrated management of the natural resources, risk’s prevention and conflicts resolution among uses 
and users of the Adriatic coast and sea. 

Project activities promoted the application and the successful implementation of the Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management Protocol in the Mediterranean and the Roadmap for Maritime Spatial Planning in the 
Adriatic region. 

Objectives of the plan 

The pilot plan has the following objectives 

• to contribute to sustainable development of the area; 

• to test MSP on local scale, integrating marine and land areas; 

• to reduce pressures on natural resources, environment, nature, landscape quality and cultural 
heritage of the area; 

• to harmonise marine and land uses and to eliminate conflicts between different uses at sea and 
on land; 

• to raise the quality of landscape and architecture design of the area;  

• to sensitise public opinion on spatial planning/development issues. 

Designated uses / areas 

Detailed spatial plan concepts for selected areas have been set up: 

• AREA 1: Plateau at the Krka Hotel, variants 

• AREA 2: Beach between Terme Krka and Lambada 

• AREA 3: Beach between Lambada and fishing harbour 

• AREA 4: Fishing harbour 

• AREA 5: South-western edge of saltpans 

• AREA 6: Strunjan settlement  

• AREA 7: Krka Hotels area 

• MARINE AREA 

In addition to that traffic scheme (roads, public transport lines, bus stops, rent-a-bike points, car parks) of 
the area was defined. Recommendations of spatial planning/detailed spatial planning in the Strunjan area 
have been proposed.  
 

 

 

CONFLICTS RESULTING FROM 
INCOHERENT PLANNING OF SEA AND 
LAND USES 

Shellfish farm – location, size and sea use 

Fishery – unregulated fisheries 
infrastructure 

Beach – unregulated access 

Nautical infrastructure – unregulated 

Navigation “bottlenecks” 

Public maritime passenger transport – no 
access to the coast 

Spatial development and/or visual 
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degradation of the area 

Parking – conventional and alternative 
solutions – environmental impacts 

Tourist infrastructure – environmental 
impacts 

Transport infrastructure in the coastal 
zone 

Conflicts – incoherent uses on land and at sea. 
Source: RRC Koper, 2015. Shape report “Technical basis for municipal spatial structure plan Strunjan. 
Action 4.4 MSP Pilot project – Regional Development Centre Koper Final Report” 

 

 

First five spatial planning areas 
Source: RRC Koper, 2015. Shape report “Technical basis for municipal spatial structure plan Strunjan. 
Action 4.4 MSP Pilot project – Regional Development Centre Koper Final Report” 
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Proposal of spatial plan corrections to remove the identified inconsistencies 
Source: RRC Koper, 2015. Shape report “Technical basis for municipal spatial structure plan Strunjan. 
Action 4.4 MSP Pilot project – Regional Development Centre Koper Final Report”, 

Public Participation 

Progress results were presented at a workshop in the Strunjan Local Community on 14 April 2013. Invited 
were the representatives of: 

• Municipalities of Piran and Izola, Local Communities of Strunjan and Jagodje, 

• Public Institute Landscape Park Strunjan, 

• Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry of Slovenia, 

• Institute of the Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation, 

• Tourist Association of Strunjan and other associations,  

• Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia, 

• Slovenian Maritime Administration, 

• University of Primorska, Institute for Mediterranean Heritage 

• Regional media (Primorske novice, Pod palmo, Regional In the process of preparation of 
planning proposals intensive consultation with stakeholders and interest groups was provided. 
At the end – a public exhibition of results and public debate was organised.). 

Harmonisation with other plans 

Pilot project was prepared respecting municipal and national plans in force. In the planning process all 
relevant authorities, responsible for specific issues were consulted: Municipalities Piran and Izola, Public 
Institute Landscape Park Strunjan, Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry of Slovenia, Institute of the 
Republic of Slovenia for Nature Conservation, Tourist Association of Strunjan and other associations, 
Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia, and Slovenian Maritime Administration. 

Electronic resources 

Pilot plan report is available at the following web link: www.shape-
ipaproject.eu/download/listbox/WP4%20action%204.4/Slovenia%20Pilot%20Project%20Final%20Report.
pdf 
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Aspects of the MSP process 
The analysis of the specific aspects of the MSP process is partially limited as the process just started and it 
is at an initial state. The analysis of some of the aspects takes into consideration results of the main MSP-
related projects involving Slovenia: Shape, ADRIPLAN, SUPREME, the ESPON project “MSP-LSI - Maritime 
spatial planning and land-sea interactions” and recently finalised national projects (“Development of the 
Process and Procedures for Integrated Maritime Spatial Planning” and “Cartographic and Geo-
information Support for Maritime Spatial Planning”). 

 

Ecosystem-based approach (EBA) 
In Slovenia, EBA implementation is a challenge due to the multitude of different 
interests and activities. 

 

 

Land-sea interactions 
As already described, the Slovenian State is responsible for the MSP of marine space, 
while municipalities are responsible for spatial planning on land. 

The SHAPE project in WP3 proposed coordinated management of the land-sea area, in 
order to improve coordination and harmonisation of uses. It represented an opportunity to test the 
implementation of the ICZM Protocol in practice. Shape pilot plan in Strunjan Landscape Park analysed 
conflict among maritime and coastal activities and provided some proposals to remove/limit the most 
relevant inconsistencies. 

The Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, Directorate Spatial Planning, Construction and 
Housing is one of the stakeholders of the project “MSP-LSI - Maritime spatial planning and land-sea 
interactions” (May 2018 – May 2019) funded with the ESPON 2020 framework. The study investigates the 
role that LSI plays within MSP, analysing (1) how LSI can be operationalised for the purpose of MSP; (2) 
what are the main effects of MSP on development in the land component of the coastal area; (3) available 
practices and approaches in managing LSI within MSP; (4) how a proper consultation on LSI can be 
ensured 

Account for multiple aspects 
Relevant aspects should consider the activities and concerns referenced in section 1.3. For example, in 
the Strunjan Pilot Project, needs related to various uses of the sea and the coast were considered: fishing 
reserve, shellfish farming area, bathing water areas, bathing areas, harbours, natural values, nature 
reserve and natural monuments were analysed and resolutions of present conflicts among sectors were 
addressed through the Pilot Project. 

Coherence with other processes  

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) 

In the framework of the implementation of the MSFD, the document Marine Environment Management 
Plan (MEMP) has been adopted and published (OG no.41/2017, 28 July 2017). 

The responsible organization for implementation of the MSFD in Slovenia is the Ministry of Environment 
and Spatial Planning, which is technically and scientifically supported by the National Institute of Biology -  
Marine Biological Station of Piran, the Slovenian Institute for Waters and other institutions. Monitoring 
programmes have been published on the web pages of the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning 
in 2014. The programme of measures (PoMs) was developed in 2015 and 2016. In 2015, 2016 and 2017 
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the public consultations were held on proposed programme of measures. Strategic environmental 
assessment was also done in 2016.  

Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 

The Regional Development Programme for the Region South Primorska, (coastal area is part of it) for the 
period of 2014-2020 has incorporated also ICZM themes and principles. The Regional Development 
Council guides the development and implementation of the Regional Development Programme. The 
Regional Development Council is composed of representatives from the respective municipalities, from 
the relevant economic Sectors, their associations and from NGOs. In 2018, the preparation of the new 
Regional Development Programme for the period 2021-2017 has started. 

NATURA 2000 

12 Natura 2000 marine sites (9 SCI and 3 SPA) are defined in Slovenia, accounting for a total of 10.74 km2 
protected area at sea (European Environmental Agency, 2013 - Natura 2000 Barometer). 

Strategic Environmental Assessment 

The SEA Directive 2001/42/ES has been transposed in national legislation with the Environmental 
protection Act in 2004. The objective of a comprehensive (strategic) environmental impact assessment is 
to prevent or at least to considerably reduce activities that may have important harmful effects or 
consequences on the environment and protected areas, thus realising the principles of sustainable 
development, integrity and prevention. The procedure for a comprehensive environmental impact 
assessment is defined in the Environmental Protection Act and is carried out for plans provided that:  

• they define or envisage an activity affecting the environment for which an environmental impact 
assessment needs to be carried out; 

• assessment of the acceptability of impacts on the protected areas according to the regulations 
governing nature conservation is required; 

• the responsible ministry estimates that their implementation could have an important effect on 
the environment. 

In the procedure for comprehensive environmental impact assessment, the effects of the plan are 
evaluated on the basis of the environmental report. The procedure is conducted by the ministry, 
responsible for the environment. It also includes cooperation between all national authorities within their 
ministries and organisations, as well as public information and participation. The participation of the 
public is governed by the Environmental Protection Act, which lays down a 30-day public presentation of 
the environmental report. National authorities and local communities must, prior to the preparation of the 
plan and in the specified manner, inform the ministry responsible for the environment thereof. Non-
compliance with legal obligations may result in invalidity of plans. 

 

 

Stakeholder Involvement 
The Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning is coordinating the preparation of 
a the Spatial Development Strategy of Slovenia at 2050, which also address the coastal 
and marine areas of the country. The process also includes broad consultation 

involving stakeholders from the national and local levels and several public presentations have been 
already occurred. 

Within the DG MARE funded project ADRIPLAN, the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
established a non-formal coordination structure for the purpose of the project, involving other Ministries 
with competences on the sea. 

 

Trans-boundary cooperation 
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Issues related with trans-boundary cooperation were raised during the workshop held in Strunjan on 3 
March 2015 in the framework of ADRIPLAN project. They concerned: 1) Energy LNG and the related 
Planning Objectives, 2) Energy Electricity and the related Planning Objectives, 3) Maritime Transport and 
Tourism and 4) Infrastructural development - projected offshore port of Venice. Also Shape project 
represented an experience of trans-boundary cooperation. 

 

Cooperation with third countries 
Slovenia is a party to the Barcelona Convention. Additionally, Slovenia is involved in the European 
Strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian region (EUSAIR), involving both EU and no-EU countries. In both cases, 
MSP is considered a relevant tool/process for the sustainable management of the marine space. 
Moreover, both Shape and ADRIPLAN projects, that included participation of Slovenian partners, 
involved also partners from no-EU countries (Montenegro and Albania). 
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Adriatic and Ionian, and Black sea. Analysis of Blue Growth needs and potential per country. Funded by DG-
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Relevant legislative acts 
• Promotion of Balanced Regional Development Act 

https://www.uradni-list.si/1/content?id=102704 
• Spatial Planning Act 

https://www.uradni-list.si/glasilo-uradni-list-rs/vsebina/2017-01-2915 
• Spatial planning of arrangements of national significance Act  

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO5830 
• Waters Act 

https://www.uradni-list.si/1/content?id=37466 
• Environmental Protection Act 

https://www.uradni-list.si/1/content?id=72890 
• Nature Conservation Act 

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO1600 
• Maritime code 

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO2868 
• Marine Fisheries Act 

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO4367 
• Regulation on Marine Environment Management Plan 

http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=URED6974# 

 

Specific citations 
                                                             
i Regional Development Centre Koper - Strunjan Landscape Park (authors: architects Gregor Čok, Andrej Mlakar, 
Andreja Skubic, Mateja Segulin) 

iiOG RS, No. 80/10, 106/10 –corr. and 57/12 
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iiiMinistry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, Regulation on the National Spatial Plan for the integrated spatial 
development of the Port of Koper, REMINDER, internal material. 
ivMinistry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, Regulation on the National Spatial Plan for the integrated spatial 
development of the Port of Koper, REMINDER, internal material. 
vOG RS, Nos. 76/04 and 33/07 – ZPNačrt 
viOG RS, Nos. 122/04 and 33/07 – ZPNačrt 


